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The final rajih and mu'tamad position of the Hanafi madhhab is that while a woman's face is not 'awrah, it is
still wajib (obligatory) for a woman - except elderly women who are no longer desired (al-qawa'id min
al-nisa') - to cover her face in front of non-mahram men due to fear of fitnah, making it manhi ‘anhu
(prohibited/forbidden) to leave the face uncovered, i.e., women are prohibited (mamna'ah) from
uncovering their faces in front of strange men / in public. This is the position which is reiterated by the
authoritative fuqaha' of the madhhab, including Imam Zayn al-Din Ibn Nujaym (d. 970 AH) in the sharh text
of the Hanafi madhhab Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq, and Imam ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Haskafi (d. 1088 AH) in Al-Durr
al-Mukhtar. This position is the official, relied-upon (mu'tamad) legal position of the Hanafi school in Radd
al-Muhtar 'ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar by the Hanafi mujtahid fi'l-madhhab Imam Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami (d.

1252 AH), Khatimat al-Muhaqgqigin.

In Al-Durr al-Mukhtar: "a young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face in the presence of men, not

because it is ‘awrah, but rather due to the fear of fitnah [temptation]" (vol. 1, p. 406, Dar al-Fikr):
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In Ibn ‘Abidin's Hashiyah:

"The meaning is: she is forbidden from uncovering [her face] lest men see her face and temptation (fitnah)
arises; because when it is uncovered, looking at her with desire (shahwah) may happen" (vol. 1, p. 406):
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This position represents al-fatwa al-mufta biha (the finalised, official ruling) of the Hanafi school. It is likewise

affirmed by the early authorities (mutaqaddimin) of the madhhab.

Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani (d. 189 AH), one of the sahibayn (the two great direct students)

of Imam al-A‘dham Abu Hanifah, states in Al-Asl:
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“The muhrim woman lets down a cloth over her face while keeping it away from her face." They said: "This issue
is evidence that a woman is prohibited from showing her face to men without necessity; for she was only
prohibited from covering her face because of ihram. Were that not the case, she would not have been instructed

to let the cloth down over her face."

Thus, one of the books of the Zahir al-Riwayah, the most authoritative transmitted texts of the Hanafi
madhhab, indicates that a woman is prohibited from uncovering her face before non-mahram men without

necessity.

Imam Aba Mansiar al-Maturidi (d. 333 AH), Imam al-Mutakallimin of the Hanafi madhhab and the Imam of

the Maturidi school of ‘aqidah, states in Ta’wilat Ahl al-Sunnah:

Commenting on the verse of the Qur'an:

& o - oS S wa

@ s - oS s s s wr s sofw i a
oSl oo e oy Cesbl oLy Sy St 5 1

&

: (al-Ahzab: 59)
i A o G oS ol Jo SUH el 005 e b 2 L ) &Y B LA s Ras WY B By
éci f\l\} Y ap] G}JA-'\ oA st PR «oUan.

"The verse indicates that free women are permitted to go out for their needs; for had it not been permissible for
them to go out, they would not have been commanded to draw the jilbab over themselves. Rather, they were

prohibited from going out without a jilbab."

Thus, Allah permitted women to leave their homes for their needs, but commanded them not to go out without

the jilbab.

Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas (d. 370 AH) states in Ahkam al-Qur’an:
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“This verse indicates that the young woman is commanded to cover her face from non-mahram men and to
display concealment and chastity when going out, so that the people of suspicion do not become desirous of

them."



Thus, the early fuqaha' of the Hanafi madhhab affirmed that the young woman must cover her face before

non-mahram men.

This position represents al-fatwa al-mufta biha (the finalised, official ruling) of the Hanafi school that a woman
must cover her face in public to prevent fitnah, affirmed by the Hanafi fuqaha' throughout the centuries,

including:
1. Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani (d. 189 AH), Al-Asl
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“The muhrim woman lets down a cloth over her face while keeping it away from her face." They said: "This
issue is evidence that a woman is prohibited from showing her face to men without necessity; for she was
only prohibited from covering her face because of ihram. Were that not the case, she would not have been

instructed to let the cloth down over her face."

2. Imam Aba Mansar al-Maturidi (d. 333 AH), Ta'wilat Ahl al-Sunnah (4:136)
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"The verse indicates that free women are permitted to go out for their needs; for had it not been permissible
for them to go out, they would not have been commanded to draw the jilbab over themselves. Rather, they

were prohibited from going out without a jilbab."
3. Al-Hakim al-Shahid (d. 334 AH), Al-Muntaqa (as cited in Majma‘ al-Anhur, 1:81)
4. Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas (d. 370 AH), Ahkam al-Qur’an (5:245)
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"This verse indicates that the young woman is commanded to cover her face from non-mahram men and to
display concealment and chastity when going out, so that the people of suspicion do not become desirous of

them."

5. Abu al-‘Abbas al-Natifi (d. 446 AH), Al-Waqi‘at (as cited in Al-Muhit al-Burhani, 2:494, 3:499)
6. Qadi Khan (d. 592 AH), Fatawa Qadi Khan (1:141, 1:286)

7. Imam al-Marghinani (d. 593 AH), Al-Tajnis wa'l-Mazid (2:479)

8. Al-Kirmani (d. c. 600 AH), Al-Masalik fi'l-Manasik (1:356)

9. Ibn Mazah al-Bukhari (d. 616 AH), Al-Muhit al-Burhani fi'l-Figh al-Nu‘mani (2:494, 3:499)
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‘And this issue indicates that a woman is prohibited from showing her face to men without necessity; for
she was only prohibited from covering her face due to the right of the ritual. Were that not the case, this

suspension of the veil would not be recognized within the prohibitions."
10. Al-Sunnami (d. after 700 AH), Nisab al-Ihtisab (p. 123)
11. Al-Sighnagqi (d. 714 AH), Al-Nihayah (as cited in Al-Bahr al-‘Amigq, 1:713)
12. Al-Qurashi (d. 854 AH), Al-Bahr al-‘Amiq (1:7 1 3)
13. Imam Ibn al-Humam (d. 861 AH), Fath al-Qadir (2:405, 2:514)
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"And the issue indicates that a woman is prohibited from displaying her face to non-mahram men without

. "
necessity.

14. Al-Quhustani (d. 950 AH), Jami‘ al-Rumuz (2:350)



15. Imam Zayn al-Din Ibn Nujaym (d. 970 AH), Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq (1:284, 2:381, 5:53, 7:310)
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“Our scholars said: A young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face among men in our time due to

temptation.”
16. Imam Zayn al-Din Ibn Nujaym (d. 970 AH), Minhat al-Khaliq (2:381)
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“They said: This issue is evidence that a woman is prohibited from showing her face to men without

necessity."

17. Sinan al-Khalwati (d. 989 AH), Qurrat al-‘Uyan fi Manasik al-Hajj (fol. 44a)

18. ‘Umar ibn Nujaym (d. 1005 AH), Al-Nahr al-Fa’iq (2:98)

19. Mulla ‘Al1 al-Qari (d. 1014 AH), Mirqat al-Mafatih (5:1852, 2078) & Manasik (p. 11 5)

20. Al-Shurunbulali (d. 1069 AH), Hashiyat al-Shurunbulali ‘ala al-Durar (1:234)

21. Shaykhizadah (d. 1078 AH), Majma‘ al-Anhur fi Sharh Multaqa al-Abhur (1:81, 1:285)
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‘And the issue indicates that a woman is prohibited from uncovering her face to non-mahram men

without necessity."
22. ‘Abd al-Hhalim (d. 1088 AH), Hashiyat ‘Abd al-Halim ‘ala al-Durar (1:149)

23, Imam °‘Ala’ al-Din al-Hagkafi (d. 1088 AH), Al-Durr al-Mukhtar (vol. 1, p. 406, Dar al-Fikr)
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‘A young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face in the presence of men, not because it is 'awrah,

but rather due to the fear of fitnah [temptation]"



24. Al-Tahtawi (d. 1231 AH), Hashiyat al-Tahtawi ‘ala Maragqi al-Falah (p. 241) & Hashiyat al-Tahtawi ‘ala

al-Durr (1:331)
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‘And a young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face due to the fear of temptation, not because it

is 'awrah."

25. Imam Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami (d. 1252 AH), Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar (vol. 1, p. 406, Dar

al-Fikr)
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"The meaning is: she is forbidden from uncovering [her face] lest men see her face and temptation
(fitnah) arises; because when it is uncovered, looking at her with desire (shahwah) may happen. And a young
woman is forbidden from uncovering her face in the presence of men, not because it is ‘awrah, but rather due

to the fear of fitnah, just like touching it, even if safe from desire, because it is more severe."
26. Imam ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Abidin (d. 1306 AH), Al-Hadiyyah al-‘Al2’iyyah (p. 282)
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‘And a young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face out of fear of temptation."

27. Shaykh Muhammad Sa‘id al-Burhani (d. 1387 AH), Al-Durar al-Mubahah fi al-Hazr wa al-Ibahah

(p. 73)
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‘And a young woman is forbidden from uncovering her face, not because it is ‘awrah, but rather out of

fear of temptation."
28. ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Laknawi (d. 1304 AH)

29, Al-Sawati (d. 1346 AH)



30. Al-Nahlawi (d. 1350 AH)

Furthermore, claims by modern or contemporary Hanafis that the nigab is not wajib by following certain
conditional earlier positions of the mutaqaddimin (early authorities) for this issue - positions that do not apply
to our times - are methodologically void (batil); because within the usal (legal framework) of the madhhab, it is
strictly wajib to follow the final al-fatwa al-mufta biha established by the muta’akhkhiran, and to bypass this
settled mu’tamad position to choose an earlier, conditional allowance may constitute tashahhi (following one's

whims) and unauthorised ijtihad (which is haram for the ‘awam).

The muta’akhkhiran did not introduce a new ruling, but finalised the madhhab's ruling in accordance with its
established legal principles, including sadd al-dhara'i‘ (blocking the means to prohibited matters) and preventing
fitnah. The obligation of covering the face before non-mahram men is found from the earliest authorities of the
madhhab, beginning with Imam Muhammad in Al-Asl, and was affirmed continuously by the Hanafi fugaha'
and became the mu’tamad (relied-upon) position of the school. This continuous affirmation by the Hanafi
fugaha' - beginning with the earliest authorities of the madhhab, through the mutagaddimin, and culminating
in al-fatwa al-mufta biha - establishes the settled Hanafi position that the young woman is prohibited from
uncovering her face before non-mahram men due to fear of fitnah. Accordingly, the duty of the muqallid
is to follow the final ruling (al-fatwa al-mufta biha) of the madhhab - which is determined by the rules of
Rasm al-Mufti - not to leave it in favour of earlier opinions which the madhhab itself no longer gives fatwa

upon.
And Allah 3 knows best.
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